
Michael Green: former special assistant to the president and senior director for asian affairs 
at the national security council

Michael Jonathan Green is senior vice president for Asia and Japan Chair at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) and chair in modern and contemporary Japanese 
politics and foreign policy at the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown 
University. He served on the staff of the National Security Council (NSC) from 2001 through 2005, 
first as director for Asian affairs, with responsibility for Japan, Korea, Australia, and New Zealand, 
and then as special assistant to the president for national security affairs and senior director 
for Asia, with responsibility for East Asia and South Asia. Before joining the NSC staff, he was 
senior fellow for East Asian security at the Council on Foreign Relations, director of the Edwin O. 
Reischauer Center and the Foreign Policy Institute, and an assistant professor at the Paul H.

Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) at Johns Hopkins University, research staff member at the Institute for 
Defense Analyses, and senior adviser on Asia in the Office of the Secretary of Defense. He also worked in Japan on the staff of 
a member of the National Diet.

Dr. Green is also currently a nonresident fellow at the Lowy Institute in Sydney, Australia, and a distinguished scholar at 
the Rebuild Japan Initiative Foundation in Tokyo. He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the Aspen Strategy 
Group, the America Australia Leadership Dialogue, the advisory board of the Center for a New American Security, and 
the editorial boards of the Washington Quarterly and the Journal of Unification Studies in Korea. He is also an associate of 
the U.S. Intelligence Community. Dr. Green has authored numerous books and articles on East Asian security. His current 
research includes a book project on the history of U.S. strategy in Asia; a survey of elite views of norms, power, and regional 
institutions in Asia; and a monograph on Japanese strategic culture.

Rana Siu Inboden: distinguished scholar, strauss center for international security and law
moderator

Rana Siu Inboden is a Distinguished Scholar at the Robert S. Strauss Center for International 
Security and Law and an Adjunct Assistant Professor at the University of Texas at Austin. She also 
serves as a consultant on human rights, democracy, and rule of law projects in Asia for a number 
of non-governmental organizations. Her current research interests focus on international human 
rights, Chinese foreign policy, and evaluating the effectiveness of international human rights and 
democracy projects.

Previously, she served in the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and 
Labor, where her primary responsibilities included managing the State Department’s Human

Rights and Democracy Fund China program, and promoting U.S. human rights and democracy policy in China and North 
Korea. In addition, Rana Inboden also served at the U.S. Consulate in Shanghai, in the Office of Chinese and Mongolian Affairs, 
and in the Bureau of Intelligence and Research, where she covered U.S.-China relations. She received her DPhil from the 
Department of Politics and International Relations at Oxford University. She obtained an M.A. in East Asian Studies at Stanford 
University and a B.S. at the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University. She was awarded a U.S. State Department 
Superior Honor Award for her work in the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor.
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Philip Zelikow: former counselor, department of state

Philip Zelikow is the White Burkett Miller Professor of History at the University of Virginia.  He has also 
served at all levels of American government, including as an elected member of his town’s school board. 
 
Having begun his career as a trial and appellate lawyer in Texas, he returned to grad school 
and taught for the Navy.  He joined the Foreign Service.  His diplomatic assignments included 
remarkable White House years (1989-91) on the NSC staff for President George H.W. Bush.  

He then became a professor, first at Harvard, later at Virginia.  At Virginia he was also the dean of the 
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences.  His books include Germany Unified and Europe Transformed

(with Condi Rice), The Kennedy Tapes (with Ernest May), and Essence of Decision (with Graham Allison). 
 
He directed the 2001 Carter-Ford commission on national election reform, which led directly to the landmark bipartisan 
Help America Vote Act.  He returned to full-time government service to direct the 9/11 Commission.  In 2005 he went back 
to Washington as Counselor of the Department of State, a deputy to Secretary Rice.  Recently he helped lead a group 
called Rework America, sponsored by the Markle Foundation, working on American economic opportunity amid the digital 
revolution.  He drafted the book, America’s Moment (Norton, 2015).
 
Zelikow has also been a member of the President's Intelligence Advisory Board for President Bush (2001-2003) and for 
President Obama (2011-2013).  He now serves on the Defense Policy Board advising Secretary Carter.
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James Jeffrey: former deputy national security advisor and former ambassador to iraq, turkey, 
and albania 

Ambassador James F. Jeffrey is the Philip Solondz distinguished fellow at The Washington 
Institute where he focuses on U.S. diplomatic and military strategy in the Middle East, with 
emphasis on Turkey, Iraq, and Iran.

One of the nation’s most senior diplomats, Ambassador Jeffrey has held a series of highly 
sensitive posts in Washington D.C. and abroad. In addition to his service as ambassador in Ankara 
and Baghdad, he served as assistant to the president and deputy national security advisor in the 
George W. Bush administration, with a special focus on Iran. He previously served as principal 
deputy assistant secretary for the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs at the Department of State,

where his responsibilities included leading the Iran policy team and coordinating public diplomacy. Earlier appointments 
included service as senior advisor on Iraq to the secretary of state; chargé d’affaires and deputy chief of mission in Baghdad; 
deputy chief of mission in Ankara; and ambassador to Albania. A former infantry officer in the U.S. army, Ambassador Jeffrey 
served in Germany and Vietnam from 1969 to 1976.

Lawrence Wright: author and staff writer for the new yorker magazine

10:30 am – 11: 45 am   •   session 2 : middle east

moderator

Lawrence Wright is an author, screenwriter, playwright, and a staff writer for The New Yorker 
magazine. In 1971, Wright began his writing career at the Race Relations Reporter in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Two years later, he went to work for Southern Voices, a publication of the Southern 
Regional Council in Atlanta, Georgia, and began to freelance for various national magazines. In 1980, 
Wright returned to Texas to work for Texas Monthly. He also became a contributing editor to Rolling 
Stone. In December 1992, he joined the staff of The New Yorker, where he has published a number 
of prize-winning articles, including two National Magazine Awards. Wright is the co-writer (with 
director Ed Zwick and Menno Meyjes) of The Siege, starring Denzel Washington, Bruce Willis, and 
Annette Bening, which appeared in November 1998. He also wrote the script of the Showtime

movie, Noriega: God’s Favorite, directed by Roger Spottiswoode and starring Bob Hoskins, which aired in April 2000. Wright 
is the co-writer (with director Ed Zwick and Menno Meyjes) of The Siege, starring Denzel Washington, Bruce Willis, and 
Annette Bening, which appeared in November 1998. He also wrote the script of the Showtime movie, Noriega: God’s Favorite, 
directed by Roger Spottiswoode and starring Bob Hoskins, which aired in April 2000.

Wright is the author of one novel, God’s Favorite (Simon & Schuster, 2000) and eight nonfiction books, including City Children, 
Country Summer (Scribner’s, 1979), In the New World: Growing Up with America, 1960-1984 (Knopf, 1988), Saints & Sinners (Knopf, 
1993), Remembering Satan (Knopf, 1994), and Twins; Genes, Environment, and the Mystery of Identity (Weidenfeld & Nicholson, 
1997). The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11 (Knopf, 2006), was published to immediate and widespread acclaim. 
It won the Lionel Gelber Award for Nonfiction, the Los Angeles Times Award for History, the J. Anthony Lukas Book Prize, 
the New York Public Library Helen Bernstein Book Award for Excellence in Journalism, and the Pulitzer Prize for General 
Nonfiction. Time Magazine pronounced it one of the 100 best nonfiction books ever written. Going Clear: Scientology, 
Hollywood, and the Prison of Belief (Knopf, 2013), also a New York Times bestseller, was nominated for the National Book Award 
and won the Investigative Reporters and Editors Award. His most recent book, Thirteen Days in September: Carter, Begin, and 
Sadat at Camp David, was published in the fall of 2014, and was named by Publisher’s Weekly as one of the top ten books of 
the year.

In 2006, Wright premiered his one-man play, “My Trip to Al-Qaeda,” at The New Yorker Festival. It was made into a 
documentary film, directed by Academy Award-winner Alex Gibney, which appeared on HBO in the fall of 2010. Wright also 
wrote and performed “The Human Scale,” concerning the standoff between Israel and Hamas over the abduction of an 
Israeli soldier, Gilad Shalit.  In the spring of 2013, the Berkeley Repertory Theater produced Wright’s play about Oriana Fallaci, 
“Fallaci,” directed by Oskar Eustis. A year later, the Arena Stage in Washington, D.C., premiered Wright’s acclaimed play “Camp 
David,” about the Carter-Begin-Sadat summit. Wright co-produced a 2015 documentary for HBO, Going Clear, based on his 
book of the same name. It won many awards, including the Alfred I. du-Pont-Columbia award and three Emmys, including 
best documentary. Wright is currently producing (with director Alex Gibney and show runner Dan Futterman) a dramatic 
television series for Hulu based on his book The Looming Tower.
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Derek Chollet: former assistant secretary of defense for international security affairs

Derek Chollet is counselor and senior advisor for security and defense policy at The German 
Marshall Fund of the United States, and author of the book, The Long Game: How Obama Defied 
Washington and Redefined America’s Role in the World (PublicAffairs, June 2016).  He is a regular 
contributor to Defense One, and is also an advisor to Beacon Global Strategies and an Adjunct 
Senior Research Scholar at Columbia University’s Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies.

From 2012-2015, Mr. Chollet was the U.S. Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security 
Affairs, where he managed U.S. defense policy toward Europe (including NATO), the Middle East, 
Africa, and the Western Hemisphere.  In that role, he was a senior advisor to two secretaries of 
defense, Leon Panetta and Chuck Hagel.

Prior to joining the Pentagon, Mr. Chollet served at The White House as special assistant to the president and senior director 
for strategic planning on the National Security Council Staff.  From 2009 to 2011, he was the Principal Deputy Director of 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s Policy Planning staff. From November 2008 to January 2009, he was a member of the 
Obama-Biden Presidential Transition Team.

During the Clinton administration, Mr. Chollet served as chief speechwriter for UN Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and as 
special adviser to Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott.  From 2002 to 2004, Chollet was foreign policy adviser to U.S. 
Senator John Edwards (D-NC), both on his legislative staff and during the 2004 Kerry-Edwards presidential campaign.
Mr. Chollet has been a fellow at The Center for a New American Security (CNAS), the Brookings Institution, the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), and the American Academy in Berlin. He has been a visiting scholar and adjunct 
professor at The George Washington University and an adjunct associate professor at Georgetown University.  He also 
assisted former Secretaries of State James A. Baker III and Warren Christopher with the research and writing of their memoirs.

Mr. Chollet is author, co-author or co-editor of six other books on U.S. foreign policy, including The Road to the Dayton Accords: 
A Study of American Statecraft (Palgrave Macmillan, 2005), America Between the Wars: From 11/9 to 9/11, co-authored with James 
Goldgeier (PublicAffairs, 2008), and The Unquiet American: Richard Holbrooke in the World, co-edited with Samantha Power 
(PublicAffairs, 2011), and his commentaries and reviews on U.S. foreign policy and politics have appeared in many other 
books and publications.

Kimberly Kagan: founder and president of the institute for the study of war 

Kimberly Kagan is the founder and president of the Institute for the Study of War. She is a military 
historian who has taught at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, Yale, Georgetown, and 
American University. She is the author of The Eye of Command (2006) and The Surge: a Military 
History (2009), and editor of The Imperial Moment (2010).  Dr. Kagan has published numerous 
essays in outlets such as the Wall Street Journal, New York Times, Washington Post (“The Fall 
of Ramadi was Avoidable”), Los Angeles Times, Weekly Standard, and Foreign Policy.  She co-
produced The Surge: The Whole Story, an hour-long oral history and documentary film on the 
campaign in Iraq from 2007 to 2008.

Dr. Kagan served in Kabul for seventeen months from 2010 to 2012 working for commanders of the International Security 
Assistance Force, General David H. Petraeus and subsequently General John Allen. Admiral Mike Mullen, as Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, recognized Dr. Kagan for this deployment as a volunteer with the Distinguished Public Service Award, the 
highest honor the Chairman can present to civilians who do not work for the Department of Defense.
 
Dr. Kagan previously served as a member of General Stanley McChrystal’s strategic assessment team, comprised of civilian 
experts, during his campaign review in June and July 2009.   Dr. Kagan also served on the Academic Advisory Board at the 
Afghanistan-Pakistan Center of Excellence at CENTCOM.  She conducted many regular battlefield circulations of Iraq between 
May 2007 and April 2010 while General Petraeus and General Raymond T. Odierno served as the MNF-I Commanding General. 
She participated formally on the Joint Campaign Plan Assessment Team for Multi-National Force-Iraq - U.S. Mission- Iraq in 
October 2008 and October 2009, and as part of the Civilian Advisory Team for the CENTCOM strategic review in January 2009.
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12:00 pm – 1: 30 pm  •  lunch and conversation on national security challenges facing the 
next president

moderator

Robert Chesney: director of the strauss center for international security and law, university 
of texas at austin

Bobby Chesney is the Charles I. Francis Professor in Law and Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
at the University of Texas School of Law. In addition, he is the Director of the Robert S. Strauss 
Center for International Security and Law, a University-wide research unit bridging across 
disciplines to improve understanding of international security issues. 

In 2009, Professor Chesney served in the Justice Department in connection with the Detention 
Policy Task Force, a body tasked by the president with examining the legal and policy issues 
associated with the detention and trial of persons captured in combat or counterterrorism 
operations. He also previously served the Intelligence Community as an associate member of the

Intelligence Science Board and as a member of the Advanced Technology Board. 

In addition to his current positions at the University of Texas, he is a non-resident Senior Fellow of the Brookings Institution, a 
member of the American Law Institute, and a senior editor for the Journal of National Security Law & Policy, and a past chair 
of Section on National Security Law of the Association of American Law Schools (as well as of the AALS Section on New Law 
Teachers). He is a co-founder and contributor to Lawfare, the leading source for analysis, commentary, and news relating to 
law and national security.

Professor Chesney’s scholarship focuses on U.S. national security policies and institutions, encompassing both domestic 
and international law issues. His upcoming projects include two books under contract with Oxford University Press, one 
examining post-9/11 legal controversies from a historical perspective and another concerning the evolving judicial role in 
national security affairs. Professor Chesney teaches the law school's core course in National Security Law, a first-year core 
course in Constitutional Law as well as a variety of upper-level seminars.

Professor Chesney clerked for the Honorable Lewis A. Kaplan of the United States District Court for the Southern District of 
New York and the Honorable Robert D. Sack of the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. He then practiced 
with the firm Davis Polk & Wardwell in New York (litigation), before beginning his academic career with Wake Forest 
University School of Law. There he received a teacher of the year award from the student body in one year, and from the 
school’s dean in another. In 2008 he came to the University of Texas School of Law as a visiting professor, and then joined 
UT on a permanent basis in 2009. He became the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs in 2011. Professor Chesney has taught 
a variety of courses over the years, including Constitutional Law, National Security Law, Evidence, Civil Procedure, and an 
array of security-related seminars. During the 2014-15 academic year, he will be teaching Constitutional Law I during the fall 
semester, and in the spring will be teaching both National Security Law and U.S. Counterterrorism Law and Policy in Historical 
Perspective: 1970-present.



James Steinberg: former deputy secretary of state and former deputy national security advisor

The Honorable James B. Steinberg is University Professor of Social Science, International Affairs 
and Law and served as Dean of the Maxwell School from July 2011 until June 2016. Prior to 
becoming Dean on July 1, 2011, he served as Deputy Secretary of State, serving as the principal 
Deputy to Secretary Clinton.  From 2005-2008 Steinberg was Dean of the Lyndon B. Johnson 
School of Public Affairs.  From 2001 to 2005, Mr. Steinberg was vice president and director of 
Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution, where he supervised a wide-ranging research 
program on U.S. foreign policy.  Mr. Steinberg served as deputy national security advisor to 
President Clinton from 1996 to 2000.  During that period he also served as the president’s 
personal representative to the 1998 and 1999 G-8 summits.  Prior to becoming deputy national 

security advisor, Mr. Steinberg served as director of the State Department’s policy planning staff, and as deputy assistant 
secretary for analysis in the bureau of Intelligence and Research.

Steinberg’s most recent book is Strategic Reassurance and Resolve: US-China Relations in the 21st Century with Michael O’Hanlon 
(Princeton University Press, winter 2014).  He has also authored Difficult Transitions: Foreign Policy Troubles at the Outset of 
Presidential Power (2008) with Kurt Campbell.

William McRaven: chancellor of the university of texas system and former commander of u.s. 
special operations command

Bill McRaven recently retired as a Four-Star Admiral after thirty-seven years as a Navy SEAL. His 
last assignment was as the Commander of U.S. Special Operations Command during which 
time he led a force of sixty-nine thousand men and women with an annual budget of over ten 
billion dollars. The U.S. Special Operations Command was responsible for conducting counter 
terrorism operations worldwide as well as building reliable military partners through programs 
that stressed the rule of law, universal rights, civil liberties, and military professionalism. In 2011, 
McRaven was the first runner-up for Time magazine’s Person of the Year and was subsequently 
selected by the Dallas Morning News as the 2011 Texan of the Year for his leadership of the raid 
that killed Osama Bin Laden. 

McRaven is also a recognized authority on U.S. foreign policy. During McRaven’s career he served two years on the National 
Security Council Staff under President George W. Bush. As a three and four-star Admiral, he was routinely involved in national 
policy decisions during both the Bush and Obama administrations. In 2012, Foreign Policy magazine named McRaven one of 
the nation’s Top 10 foreign policy experts and later he was selected as one of the Top 100 Global Thinkers. In 2014, Politico 
magazine also named McRaven one of the Politico 50 citing his leadership as instrumental in cutting though Washington 
bureaucracy. 

As the Commander of U.S. Special Operations Command, McRaven routinely engaged with the U.S. Congress. While other 
elements of the Department of Defense were reduced during sequestration, by working closely with Congress, McRaven was 
actually able to grow the size of the special operations force. McRaven graduated from the University of Texas in 1977 with 
a degree in journalism and received his master’s degree from the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey in 1991. While at 
Monterey, he developed a military theory for why special operations succeed against seemingly impossible odds. This theory 
was the basis for his graduate thesis which was subsequently published by Random House in 1995 under the title, SPEC OPS. 
SPEC OPS continues to be one of the most widely read books on special operations in the military. 

McRaven has lectured and given speeches all around the world. Most recently his 2014 University of Texas at Austin 
Commencement Address received great acclaim and has been viewed more than 2.5 million times on YouTube. McRaven is a 
2012 University of Texas Distinguished Alumnus and has also been honored with The Union League of Philadelphia’s Lincoln 
Award, the National Defense University’s American Patriot Award, the USO’s Man of the Year for 2013, the Business Executives 
for National Security’s Eisenhower Award, the Jewish Institute for National Security Affairs’ Distinguished Service Award, the 
OSS Society’s Donovan Award, the Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association’s National Award, the National Intelligence 
Award and the Republic of France’s Legion d’Honneur. He is also a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.
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Ryan Evans: founder and editor-in-chief of war on the rocks

2:00 pm – 3: 15 pm   •   session 3 : europe/russia

moderator

Ryan Evans is the founder, CEO, and editor-in-chief of War on the Rocks, a digital outlet on 
strategy, defense, and foreign affairs featuring experienced, authentic, and authoritative voices. 
Evans is a widely published commentator and recovering academic. He deployed to Helmand 
Province, Afghanistan from 2010 to 2011 as a Social Scientist on a U.S. Army Human Terrain Team 
that was assigned to the British-led Task Force Helmand. He has worked as assistant director at 
the Center for the National Interest, a research fellow at the Center for National Policy, and for 
the International Centre for the Study of Radicalisation and Political Violence in London. He is a 
Fellow of the Inter-University Seminar on Armed Forces and Society and received his MA from 
the King’s College London War Studies Department.

John Negroponte: former deputy secretary of state and former director of national intelligence 

John D. Negroponte, Vice Chairman, joined McLarty Associates in 2009, following a distinguished 
career in diplomacy and national security. Ambassador Negroponte held government positions 
abroad and in Washington between 1960 and 1997 and again from 2001 to 2008. Since 2009, 
Ambassador Negroponte has also been the Brady Johnson Distinguished Fellow in Grand Strategy 
and Senior Lecturer in International Affairs at the Jackson Institute of Yale University, his alma mater.

He has been Ambassador to Honduras, Mexico, the Philippines, the United Nations, and Iraq. In 
Washington he served twice on the National Security Council staff, first as Director for Vietnam in 
the Nixon Administration and then as Deputy National Security Advisor under President Reagan. 

He has also held a cabinet level position as the first Director of National Intelligence under President George W. Bush. His 
most recent position in government was as Deputy Secretary of State, where he served as the State Department’s Chief 
Operating Officer.

While in the private sector from 1997 to 2001, Ambassador Negroponte was Executive Vice President of the McGraw-
Hill Companies, with responsibility for overseeing the company’s international activities. During those years he was also 
Chairman of the French-American Foundation.

Ambassador Negroponte serves as Chairman Emeritus of the Council of the Americas/Americas Society. He is also Co-
chairman of the US-Philippines Society and a member of the Secretary of State’s Foreign Affairs Policy Board. He has also 
served as Chairman of the Intelligence and National Security Alliance.

Ambassador Negroponte has received numerous awards in recognition of his more than four decades of public service, 
including the State Department’s Distinguished Service Medal on two separate occasions, the highest award which can be 
conferred by the Secretary of State, and on January 16, 2009, President Bush awarded Ambassador Negroponte the National 
Security Medal for his outstanding contributions to US national security.
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Philip Breedlove: former commander of u.s. european command and former supreme allied 
commander europe 

Phil Breedlove is a proven strategic planner, motivational leader and talented communicator. He 
is a highly decorated retired general of the United States Air Force where he reached the highest 
levels of military leadership as one of six geographic Combatant Commanders and the Supreme 
Allied Commander of NATO.

During 39 years of service, he served in a variety of demanding command and staff positions, 
leading large-scale, diverse, global operations across two theaters of combat and earning 
a reputation as an inspirational leader focused on his people, their families and mission 
accomplishment. Leading a diverse political-military alliance, he was able to build consensus and

form teams to accomplish complex tasks spanning multiple continents.

As the Supreme Allied Commander Europe (SACEUR) and the Commander of U.S. European Command , he answered directly 
to NATO’s governing body, the North Atlantic Council, and to the President of the United States and Secretary of Defense. 
He led the most comprehensive and strategic structural and policy security changes in the alliance’s 70 year history. His 
diplomatic skills reassured allies, deterred potential aggressors, and maintained alliance unity during the most dynamic and 
challenging period since its inception. He led the forces of 28 nations and multiple partners in ensuring the security of an 
alliance that accounts for more than half the world’s GDP.

Kristen Silverberg: former ambassador to the european union and former assistant secretary 
of state for international organization affairs

Ambassador Kristen Silverberg is Managing Director at the Institute of International Finance.   
From 2008-2009, she served as U.S. Ambassador to the European Union, leading a mission of 100 
diplomats from 8 federal agencies.  She served from 2005-2008 as Assistant Secretary of State for 
International Organization Affairs.  She was the first woman to serve in either State Department 
role and, at the time of her service, was the youngest U.S. Chief of Mission.

For the first term of President George W. Bush, Ambassador Silverberg held senior policy roles in 
the White House including Deputy Assistant to the President and Advisor to the Chief of Staff and 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy.   In 2003, she volunteered to serve in

Baghdad, Iraq, for which she received the Secretary of Defense Medal for Outstanding Public Service.   She formerly practiced 
law at Williams and Connolly, LLP in Washington, DC and served as a law clerk to Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas 
and Judge David Sentelle of the U.S. Court of Appeals. Ambassador Silverberg serves on the Board of Directors of Vorbeck 
Materials, which develops applications for graphene.  She also serves as an Advisory Board Member of Beacon Global 
Strategies and on the Statecraft Board of the Clements Center.  She was previously selected by the World Economic Forum as a 
Young Global Leader.

Kurt Volker: former u.s. permanent representative to nato and former deputy assistant secre-
tary of state for european and eurasian affairs

Ambassador Kurt Volker is a leading expert in U.S. foreign and national security policy with 
some 30 years of experience in a variety of government, academic, and private sector capacities. 
Ambassador Volker serves as Executive Director of The McCain Institute for International 
Leadership, a part of Arizona State University based in Washington, DC. He is also a non-resident 
Senior Fellow at the Center for Transatlantic Relations at Johns Hopkins University’s School of 
Advanced International Studies, a Senior Advisor at the Atlantic Council, and a Trustee of IAU 
College in Aix-en-Provence, France. 

Mr. Volker is a consultant to international business, a member of the Board of Directors of Capital 
Guardian Funds Trust, and had previously served as Managing Director—International for BGR Group. He has taught 
Transatlantic Relations at The George Washington University Elliott School of International Affairs. 
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3:30 pm – 4: 45 pm   •   session 4 : terrorism

Paul Pope: clinical professor, lbj school and senior fellow, intelligence studies project
moderator

J. Paul Pope retired from the CIA after multiple foreign tours, service as Chief of Station, and 
assignments as a Chief, Deputy Chief, and Chief of Ops in the Directorate of Operations’ three 
largest components.  As Chief of Training and Tradecraft Division, he was responsible for DO 
training, capture of “lessons learned,” and adapting to emerging technical challenges and 
mission imperatives.  He was acting ADNI for Partner Engagement for an extended period 
and Head of Delegation to NATO’s Civilian Intelligence Committee.  Pope was DNI/DCIA 
Representative to Commander, US Pacific Command and his component commands.  

Prior to the NCS, he served on the National Intelligence Council for the Near East and South Asia
and led an analytic unit in the Directorate of Intelligence.  Pope was an Army officer, with service on the Army General Staff 
after twice commanding at the company level, including command of the only active firebase in the Army on the Korean 
DMZ.  He received his M.A. With Distinction from the Naval Postgraduate School and BS from the United States Military 
Academy at West Point.  He is a Distinguished Graduate of Command and General Staff College and a graduate of the 
National War College’s CAPSTONE course.

As Commander, U.S. Air Forces Europe and Air Forces Africa, Breedlove was responsible for organizing, training, equipping and 
maintaining combat-ready forces while ensuring theater air defense forces were ready to meet the challenges of peacetime air 
sovereignty and wartime defense. This diverse portfolio included both theater and operational air and ballistic missile defense, 
areas where his operational designs remain in place today.

As Vice Chief of Staff of the Air Force, he presided over the Air Staff and served as a member of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Requirements Oversight Council and Deputy Advisory Working Group during a period of intense challenge, 
including devising measures to meet the requirements of the the Budget Control Act’s required $480 billion reduction of the 
Department of Defense budget. Accordingly, he led the organization, training and equipping of more than 690,000 people 
serving in the U.S. Air Force and provided oversight of its $120 billion annual budget.

As Assistant Chief of Staff for Air Operations, Plans and Requirements, Breedlove directed all Air Force operations across the 
globe, oversaw strategic and operational planning, and set the requirements for all Air Force procurement. Additionally, 
he was one of two original authors of the Defense Department’s Air-Sea Battle Concept. Breedlove served in a variety of 
assignments leading up to those leadership positions, including commanding a squadron, a group, three fighter wings, and a 
Numbered Air Force in service across three different continents. His extensive command and control experience in wartime, 
contingency planning, and humanitarian relief actions include operations in Africa, Asia and the Middle East.

Breedlove currently serves on the Georgia Tech Advisory Board, as a Distinguished Professor in the Sam Nunn School of 
International Affairs at Georgia Tech, as a Senior Advisor to Culpeper National Security Solutions, and on the Board of Directors 
of the Atlantic Council.
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John McLaughlin: former deputy director of central intelligence 

John E. McLaughlin is Distinguished Practitioner in Residence in the Merrill Center for Strategic 
Studies at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) of the Johns Hopkins 
University.

Mr. McLaughlin, a 1966 graduate of SAIS, served as Acting Director of Central Intelligence from 
July to September of 2004 and as the Deputy Director of Central Intelligence from 2000 to 2004. 
Prior to that, he was the Deputy Director for Intelligence at the Central Intelligence Agency, Vice 
Chairman for Estimates and Acting Chairman of the National Intelligence Council.

Over the course of his career, Mr. McLaughlin has worked on nearly every part of the world and supervised clandestine 
operations, analysis, and scientific and technical work. He has frequently briefed the President and the Congress, represented 
the intelligence community in meetings of the National Security Council, and traveled widely to strengthen U.S. relations 
with national security counterparts in numerous countries.

Farah Pandith: former special representative to muslim communities for the department of 
state and former director for middle east initiatives at the national security council

Farah Pandith has been a political appointee in the George H.W. Bush, George W. Bush and
Barack H. Obama administrations. She left government at the end of January 2014 for Harvard
University’s Kennedy School of Government where she maintains an affiliation. She is writing a
book on extremism and driving efforts to counter extremism through new organizations,
programs, and initiatives. In May 2015, Ms. Pandith was appointed to Secretary of Homeland
Security Jeh Johnson’s Homeland Security Advisory Council (HSAC). She was appointed the
first-ever special representative to Muslim Communities in June 2009 by Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton, serving under both Secretaries Clinton and John Kerry. The Office of
the Special Representative was responsible for executing a vision for engagement with Muslims

around the world based on a people-to-people and organizational level. She reported directly to the secretary of state. Ms. 
Pandith traveled to more than eighty countries and launched youth focused initiatives. She is also the main architect of the 
Women in Public Service Project. In January 2013, she was awarded the Secretary’s Distinguished Honor Award.

Prior to this appointment, Ms. Pandith was senior advisor to the assistant secretary of state for European and Eurasian Affairs. 
This role was created for her in the context of the Danish Cartoon Crisis, and she built new State Department strategies 
for how U.S. embassies in Europe understood the Muslim demographic, the increase in foreign ideologies present on the 
ground, and how the United States could build resilience. From December 2004 to February 2007, Ms. Pandith served as 
the director for Middle East Regional Initiatives for the National Security Council. Prior to joining the NSC, Ms. Pandith was 
chief of staff of the Bureau for Asia and the Near East for the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). In 2004, she 
spent two months in Afghanistan developing a public outreach strategy. She also served at USAID from 1990–1993 on the 
administrator’s staff and as the special assistant to the director of policy. From 1997 to 2003, Ms. Pandith was Vice President 
of International Business for ML Strategies in Boston, Massachusetts, and served as a Commissioner on Governor Paul A. 
Cellucci’s bipartisan Asian Advisory Commission.

She has been a consultant in the public, private, and non-profit sectors and has served in leadership positions on several 
boards with a focus on international affairs. She currently is a strategic advisor and board member to organizations that focus 
on extremism, women’s empowerment, education and cultural diplomacy.
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In early 2010, Mr. McLaughlin led, at the request of the Director of National Intelligence, a study of the failed terrorist attack on 
a Northwest Airlines flight at Christmas 2009 and developed a series of recommendations for improving intelligence collection 
and analysis on terrorist plans. He recently served on the Advisory Board that assisted Norway’s Statoil in its “lessons learned” 
study of the January 2013 terrorist attack on its natural gas facility in southern Algeria.  
  
In his position at Johns Hopkins/SAIS, Mr. McLaughlin teaches a graduate level course on American Intelligence, organizes



4:45 pm – 6: 00 pm  •  break

Nicholas Rasmussen: director of the national counterterrorism center and former special assistant 
to the president and senior director for counterterrorism at the national security council

Nicholas “Nick” Rasmussen became the National Counterterrorism Center’s (NCTC) Acting 
Director in September 2014, after serving as NCTC’s Deputy Director since June 2012. He served 
from October 2007 to June 2012 with the National Security Council staff as Special Assistant to 
the President and Senior Director for Counterterrorism, where he was responsible for providing 
staff support to the President, the National Security Advisor and Homeland Security Advisor on 
counterterrorism policy and strategy.

Mr. Rasmussen served at NCTC from 2004-2007 in senior policy and planning positions responsible 
for producing net assessments of U.S. policy and strategy for the War on Terror for the NSC and the

President. From 2001 to 2004 he served on the NSC as Director for Regional Affairs in the Office of Combating Terrorism where 
he focused on Middle East, Southeast Asia and related counterterrorism issues in the period after September 11, 2001.

He joined the Department of State in 1991 as a Presidential Management Intern in the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs and for 
more than a decade served in a variety of key positions. Mr. Rasmussen was Special Assistant to the State Department’s Special 
Middle East Coordinator, Ambassador Dennis Ross, from 1996-2001, providing support to the Arab-Israeli peace process. Mr. 
Rasmussen was a member of the U.S. peace team at the Wye River, Shepardstown, and Camp David summits. From 1994-1996 
he was a Special Assistant to Ambassador-at-Large Robert Gallucci, providing analysis of the negotiation and implementation 
of the U.S.-North Korea Agreed Framework. He worked as a foreign affairs analyst in the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs from 
1991-1994 focusing on Persian Gulf security issues following Operation Desert Storm, including negotiation for U.S. forces’ 
access and basing in Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, and Saudi Arabia.

conferences and seminars, and conducts research on national security issues. He continues to testify before congressional 
committees and to participate in public policy debates through articles in major newspapers and journals and commentary on 
television and radio.

While Deputy Director for Intelligence from 1997 to 2000, he created the Senior Analytic Service, a CIA career track that 
enables analysts to rise to very senior rank without branching out into management. He also founded the Sherman Kent 
School for Intelligence Analysis, an institution dedicated to teaching the history, mission, and essential skills of the analytic 
profession to new CIA employees.
  
In addition to earning his master’s degree in international relations from SAIS/Johns Hopkins, he received a bachelor’s degree 
from Wittenberg University and completed graduate work in comparative politics at the University of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
McLaughlin is a graduate of the US Army Infantry Officer Candidate School at Ft. Benning and completed a US Army tour in 
Vietnam from 1968 to 1969.

Mr. McLaughlin is the recipient of the Distinguished Intelligence Community Service Award, the National Security Medal, and 
the Johns Hopkins Alumni Association’s Distinguished Alumnus Award. He recently served as the Humanitas Visiting Professor 
for intelligence at Oxford University. He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the American Academy of Diplomacy, 
a non-resident Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution. He  also serves on CIA’s External Advisory Board, and the Aspen 
Homeland Security Advisory Board. 
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James Clapper: director of national intelligence  

The Honorable James R. Clapper was sworn in as the fourth Director of National Intelligence (DNI)
on August 9, 2010. As DNI, Mr. Clapper leads the United States Intelligence Community and serves
as the principal intelligence advisor to the President.

Mr. Clapper retired in 1995 after a distinguished career in the U.S. Armed Forces. His career began 
as a rifleman in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve and culminated as a lieutenant general in the U.S. 
Air Force and Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency. His intelligence-related positions 
over his 32 years in uniform included Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence at U.S. Air Force 
Headquarters during Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm and Director of Intelligence for 

three war-fighting commands: U.S. Forces Korea, Pacific Command, and Strategic Air Command. Of note, he also served two 
combat tours during the Southeast Asia conflict and flew 73 combat support missions in EC-47s over Laos and Cambodia.

Directly following his retirement, Mr. Clapper worked in industry for six years as an executive in three successive companies 
with his business focus being the Intelligence Community. Mr. Clapper also served as a consultant and advisor to Congress 
and to the Departments of Defense and Energy and as a member of a wide variety of government panels, boards, 
commissions, and advisory groups. He was a member of the Downing Assessment Task Force that investigated the Khobar 
Towers bombing in 1996, and was vice chairman of a commission chaired by former Governor Jim Gilmore of Virginia on 
the subject of homeland security. Mr. Clapper returned to the government in September 2001 as the first civilian director 
of the National Imagery and Mapping Agency (NIMA). He served as Director for five years transforming it into the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) as it is today.

Prior to becoming the Director of National Intelligence, Mr. Clapper served for over three years in two Administrations as the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence, where he served as the principal staff assistant and advisor to the Secretary and 
Deputy Secretary of Defense on intelligence, counterintelligence, and security matters for the Department. In this capacity, 
he was also dual-hatted as the Director of Defense Intelligence for DNI.

Mr. Clapper earned a bachelor’s degree in government and politics from the University of Maryland, a master’s degree in 
political science from St. Mary’s University, San Antonio, Texas, and an honorary doctorate in strategic intelligence from the 
then Joint Military Intelligence College. His awards include three National Intelligence Distinguished Service Medals, two 
Defense Distinguished Service Medals, the Air Force Distinguished Service Medal, the Coast Guard’s Distinguished Public 
Service Award, the Department of Defense Distinguished Civilian Service Award, and a host of other U.S. military and foreign 
government awards and decorations. He was named as one of the Top 100 Information Technology Executives by Federal 
Computer Week in 2001, and has been singled out by the NAACP in the form of its National Distinguished Service Award, and 
has been awarded the Presidentially-conferred National Security Medal.

Mark Updegrove: director of the lbj presidential library 

Mark K. Updegrove is a presidential historian, author, and the director of the LBJ Presidential 
Library in Austin, Texas, where, in April 2014, he hosted the Civil Rights Summit, which included 
addresses by President Barack Obama and former Presidents Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton, and 
George W. Bush.  In 2016, the LBJ Library presented the Vietnam War Summit with keynote 
addresses by Secretary of State John Kerry, former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, and the 
Vietnamese Ambassador to the United States.  

He is the author of Destiny of Democracy:  The Civil Rights Summit at the LBJ Presidential Library 
(2015), Indomitable Will: LBJ in the Presidency (2012), Baptism by Fire: Eight Presidents Who Took

Office During Times of Crisis (2009), and Second Acts: Presidential Lives and Legacies After the White House (2006).  He has 
conducted exclusive interviews with five U. S. Presidents.

6:00 pm – 7: 30 pm  •  keynote address - lbj library auditorium

moderator
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Bob Inman: former director of the national security agency and former deputy director of 
central intelligence 

Admiral Inman graduated from the University of Texas at Austin in 1950, and from the National 
War College in 1972.  He became an adjunct professor at the University of Texas at Austin in 1987.  
He was appointed as a tenured professor holding the Lyndon B. Johnson Centennial Chair in 
National Policy in August 2001.  He served as Interim Dean of the LBJ School of Public Affairs in 
2005 and again from January 2009 to March 2010.

Admiral Inman served in the U.S. Navy from November 1951 to July 1982, when he retired with 
the permanent rank of Admiral.  While on active duty he served as Director of the National 
Security Agency and Deputy Director of Central Intelligence.  After retirement from the Navy, 

he was Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Microelectronics and Computer Technology Corporation (MCC) in 
Austin, Texas for four years and Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer of Westmark Systems, Inc., a privately owned 
electronics industry holding company for three years.  Admiral Inman also served as Chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Dallas from 1987 through 1990.

Admiral Inman’s primary activity since 1990 has been investing in start-up technology companies, where he is a Managing 
Director of Gefinor Ventures and of Limestone Capital Advisors.  He is a member of the Board of Directors of several privately 
held companies.  He serves as a Trustee of the American Assembly and the California Institute of Technology.  He is an elected 
Fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration.

Stephen Hadley: former national security advisor

Stephen Hadley is a principal of RiceHadleyGates LLC, an international strategic consulting 
firm founded with Condoleezza Rice, Robert Gates, and Anja Manuel.  Mr. Hadley is also 
Board Chairman of the United States Institute of Peace (USIP). He has co-chaired a series of 
senior bipartisan working groups on topics such as Arab-Israeli peace, U.S. political strategy in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, U.S./Turkey relations, and US policy on Iraq and Egypt.

Mr. Hadley served for four years as the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs from 
2005 - 2009. In that capacity he was the principal White House foreign policy advisor to then 
President George W. Bush, directed the National Security Council staff, and ran the interagency

national security policy development and execution process. From 2001 to 2005, Mr. Hadley was the Assistant to the 
President and Deputy National Security Advisor, serving under then National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice. In addition 
to covering the full range of national security issues, Mr. Hadley had special responsibilities in several areas including a U.S./
Russia political dialogue, the Israeli disengagement from Gaza, and developing a strategic relationship with India.

From 1993 to 2001, Mr. Hadley was both a partner in the Washington D.C. law firm of Shea and Gardner (now part of Goodwin 
Proctor) and a principal in The Scowcroft Group (a strategic consulting firm headed by former National Security Advisor 
Brent Scowcroft). From 1989 to 1993, Mr. Hadley served as the assistant secretary of defense for international security policy 
under then Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney. Mr. Hadley represented the Defense Department on arms control and defense 
matters, including negotiations with the Soviet Union and then Russia, security issues involving NATO and Western Europe, 
and export and technology control matters. Prior to this position, Mr. Hadley alternated between government service and 
law practice with Shea & Gardner. He was counsel to the Tower Commission in 1987, as it investigated U.S. arms sales to Iran, 
and served on the National Security Council staff under President Ford from 1974 to 1977. 

Mr. Hadley is currently the Chair of RAND’s Center for Middle East Public Policy Advisory Board, chair of the Human Freedom 
Advisory Council of the George W. Bush Institute, a member of Yale University’s Kissinger Papers Advisory Board, a member 
of the Executive Committee and Board of Directors of the Atlantic Council, a member of the Board of Managers of the John 
Hopkins University’s Applied Physics Laboratory, and a member of the State Department’s Foreign Affairs Policy Board. 
Other positions have included past service as a member of the Department of Defense Policy Board, member of the National 
Security Advisory Panel to the Director of Central Intelligence, and co-chair with former Secretary of Defense William Perry of 
the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review Independent Panel.
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